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Hello ladies, 

Welcome to the August edition of our newsletter. 

Wasn’t Andrea Taylor from Bittern by the Bug inspiring at our July Guild meeting? It was lovely 
to hear about her journey, love of Japan, and passion for Sashiko and Boro. 

Last weekend, 53 members attended the retreat at Lake Dewar, and from all reports, 
everyone had a wonderful time. There was plenty of laughter — with me quite possibly being 
the loudest — lots of chatting, eating and more eating, lovely walks around the lake, and, of 
course, plenty of sewing. Some members even headed back into Ballan on Saturday for a little 
retail therapy. Sunday afternoon’s Show and Tell was amazing, and you should all be very 
proud of your work. There is so much talent in our Guild, and it is wonderful to see members 
so willing to share their knowledge with others. Carmen kindly gave me a lesson on how to 
cast on in knitting. I can do basic knitting, but someone has always had to cast on for me — 
now I can confidently do it myself. Thank you, Carmen! 

The Quilt Show is fast approaching, and I hope you have all been busy working on your 
entries. Please remember that entries are due this Saturday, 15 August. The rosters for the 
Quilt Show will be available at the Guild meeting. We would love you to come along and 
support the show — there are plenty of jobs to help with, including white glove duty, the 

entry table, raffle table, membership table and kitchen duty. Many hands make light work 😊  

In October, we will be holding the AGM and have trading tables. Please consider joining the 
committee as a General member. We always welcome fresh ideas, and it is a great 
opportunity to have your say in how things are run. 

This year, our birthday meeting will be held on Saturday 21 November, so please pop the date 
in your diaries. 

HOLD THE DATE! Our catered Christmas lunch will be held on Saturday 5th December, with 
more details to follow. 

I’m heading up to North Queensland for a couple of weeks to catch up with family friends in 
Charters Towers, about an hour and a half inland from Townsville. I will be an apology for the 
August Guild meeting, but many thanks to Wendy for kindly running the meeting in my place. 

I hope everyone is keeping well, and I look forward to seeing you all in a couple of weeks. 

Happy sewing, 

Julie
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Speaker News 

August 15th – this month we welcome a speaker from the Vic Quilters Quilt Appraisal team to share 
with us the detailed processes that are involved in the appraisal of a quilt. 

September 19th – we will be joined by Bronwyn Hodges and Sue Weeks from the Country Women’s 
Association. Come and learn about the CWA and enjoy the amazing embroidery completed by Sue 
Weeks. 

Membership Blocks 

Join us at 10.30 am on August 15th in the Community Lounge to complete your membership block. Bring 
the centre of your block and basic sewing supplies, eg, needles, cotton, etc.  Details available on the 
entry table with the block details 

Workshop News  

September 5th – Amanda from Button and Bean is coming to show us how to make a felted bowl. The 
session will take about three hours and will cost $30. All materials are provided so no preparation to 
do this time. 

We have organised two sessions to accommodate all those who expressed an interest in this workshop. 
If you have any preferences for the morning or afternoon session, please let me know at our next 
meeting. The morning session will begin at 9.30 am and the afternoon session at 1.15 pm.  

An email will be sent after the Monthly meeting on the 15th, but the payment of $30 can be paid at any 
time now. Please finalise payment before the 20th August. 

PLEASE NOTE – from the beginning of September the cost for workshops will be separate from the 
entry costs into the venue. Workshop participants will need to sign in and pay the daily fee as per 
normal using their door cards or cash. This will enable more accurate tracking of income from entry 
fees for our financial records.  

Lois Stanley

Andrea Taylor from Bittern by the 
Bug speaking to us at the July 

meeting
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Quilt Show News 
Quilt Show 3 & 4 October 2026 

I hope you are all as excited as we are about our upcoming quilt show.  The count down 
is now on…. 

The entry forms are due this week, if you can’t get to the guild and want to enter in the 
show, please contact me and I’ll see if we can help out.  

Reminders: 

A maximum of 2 quilts, plus mystery challenge, one display item for our membership 
display (can be more than one if we don’t receive enough entries).  A separate entry form 
is needed for each item.  A printed 6x4 colour photo with the required information on the 
back needs to be submitted with the form.  

Quilt jackets - if you have a dress making dummy, and if we can have a loan of it for the 
ambience display, please let us know. 

Each article needs to be delivered in a separate roomy cloth bag with a label stitched to 
the front of it as per the instructions on your entry forms.  Drop off day is on Thursday 1 
October between 2-5 (time to be confirmed).

Challenge - table runner measuring 12-14 inches wide x 36 inches long.  It needs a rod 
pocket on the shorter end for hanging. 

Quilts - please make sure that the rod pocket is sewn on securely and that your quilt has 
a label with your name and the name of the quilt. 

The duty rosters for the show will be circulated at the 
August guild meeting and will then be placed on the 
welcome table or in the door box.  

If you have any questions regarding the quilt show please 
contact me either by email or call me on 0434 877 955.  

Happy creating!

Monica
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A Quilting Poem 
My neighbour is washing her windows 

And scrubbing and mopping her floors 
But my house is all topsy-turvey 
And dust is behind all the doors. 

My neighbour keeps her house spotless 
And she goes all day long at a trot 

But no one would know in a fortnight 
If she swept every day or not. 

The task I am at is enticing 
My neighbour is worn to a rag 
I am making a quilt out of pieces 

I have saved in a pretty chintz bag. 

And the quilt I know my descendants  

Will exhibit with prideful heart 
“So lovely, my grandmother made it 
An example of patience and art.” 

But will her grandchildren remember 
Her struggles with dirt and decay? 

They will not. 
They’ll wish she had made them a quilt 
Like the one that I’m making today.

2026 Quilt Retreat 

A great (and productive!) time was had by 
all. And wonderful weather to enjoy walks 

around the lake.

A friend of mine, who works as a carer in a 
nursing home, confirmed that our Community 
Quilts are really appreciated - especially by 
newcomers as they move into their care. It’s 
such a lovely way to personalise their space, 
with a special home-made quilt on their beds! 
She asked me to pass on this feedback to our 
members and thank all who contribute to 
NOTYQ’s community quilts. 

Margit
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The results of NOTYQ’s stitchery club  
with the many creative ways to work 

with a pattern! We saw many of them at 
the retreat, too.



�6

North of the Yarra Quilters Guild  August 2026  6  of of 8

Bags Galore!

 at our July meeting



�7

North of the Yarra Quilters Guild  August 2026  7  of of 8

Thank you to Victorian Textiles for 
donating our door prices at the retreat!  
You can check out their warehouse and 

shop on Fridays:
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Bank Details:  

North of the Yarra Quilters Inc 

BSB 633-000 

Acc no. 150311629

NOTYQ meets at: 

Hurstbridge Community Hub 
50 Graysharps Rd, Hurstbridge 

Meeting times: 

Guild meetings:  

Third Saturday of the month, 10am 
onwards - actual meeting starts at 1pm 

Sit and Sew 

Every Thursday, 10am and into the 
evening and First and Third Saturday, 

10am onwards.                                           
Join for however long you like 

Door cards: 

All members are encouraged to purchase 
a door card to cover their entrance fees. 

$40 for a 10 pass card 

$88 for a 22 pass card 

Deposit funds into the NOTY bank 
account, noting your first initial and 

surname and “Door card” in the reference 
field. At your next visit to NOTY seek out 
either Wendy Burgoyne, Linda Marsh, 

Fiona Powell or Kay White who will issue 
your card and explain how to use it.

NOTYQ website: 

notyq.com.au 

NOTYQ Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/notyquilters/

NOTYQ COMMITTEE  

Office Bearers 

President  Julie Miller     
   0448 575 747     
   millersmont@gmail.com   
  

Vice President  Wendy Burgoyne                                
   0400 388 560     
   wendyburgs@icloud.com 

Treasurer  Fiona Powell 
   0407 878 646     
   fkpowell@gmail.com    

Secretary  Alana Smith 
   0400 007 862     
   alanasmith1973@gmail.com    
Membership Secretary  Linda Marsh          
      0411 450 084         
      lindakarynmarsh@gmail.com      

Newsletter  Margit Simondson     
   0432 501 363     
   margitsimondson@gmail.com     

Workshops   Lois Stanley                                          
   0417 579 848     
   loisstanley1@gmail.com 

Library   Jan Shields 
   0417 372 093 
   jan_shield@yahoo.com.au    
Guild Meeting Coordinator Kay White 
    0408 616 629 
    kay@kaysquilts.net.au      
Social Media/Photography Monica Hemphill                                       
    0434 877 955    
    monicamhemphill@gmail.com 

Website Liaison  Margaret Paul 
   0437 750 559 
   marglou1@gmail.com  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Equipment Officer                     Isabelle Renshaw   

                                                                              0427 140 831 
                                                                               ikrenshaw1@gmail.com 

ASSOCIATED SUB-COMMITTEES 

Community Quilts Phyl Howe                                                 
   9458 2336                  
   phyl@howehome.com.au  

     
Quilt Show  Monica Hemphill                                        
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